December 2025

Re: HB 2067 — Establishing a Feminine Hygiene Product Grant Program and Grant
Fund

Dear Representative ,

I write to you today as a concerned Kansan and advocate for menstrual equity to urge your
support for legislative action addressing the urgent issue of period poverty in our state.

HB 2067 would appropriate $200,000 from the State General Fund in FY 2026 to the
Department of Education for the Feminine Hygiene Product Grant Program, which would be
created by the bill. The program would award funds to local boards of education to provide
teminine hygiene products at no cost to students enrolled in and attending a qualifying school.
A qualifying school is defined as a public school that receives federal funding under Title I and
provides instruction in any grades five through twelve.

We are very interested in receiving a hearing on this bill. However, the bill is currently
assigned to the Taxation Committee, despite the fact that it is not a tax bill. Its focus is the
administration of a grant program. FFor this reason, we respectfully request that HB 2067 be
reassigned to either the K—12 Education Committee or the Appropriations Committee so it may
receive a hearing.

Missouri has already taken meaningful action on this issue. SB 1118 requires that free
menstrual products be provided in restrooms for students in grades 6—-12 as of July 1, 2023.
The law was enacted in recognition of research showing that students were missing school due
to a lack of access to period products.

We face the same problem here in Kansas. One in seven women and girls aged 12—44 live
below the Federal Poverty Level, and 73% attend Title I-eligible schools—schools in which
underserved students are concentrated. When students struggle to afford or access period
supplies, they often miss school. This places their educational opportunities at risk and can
cause long-term academic setbacks. Access to menstrual products is an issue of gender equity,
health equity, and education equity.

I respectfully ask you to consider the seriousness of period poverty in Kansas and to support
the reassignment of HB 2067 to the K—12 Education Committee or the Appropriations
Committee so the bill can receive a hearing. Your leadership can ensure that no Kansan is held
back from school simply because they could not afford the basic supplies needed to manage
their period.

Thank you for your time and for your service to the people of Kansas. I would welcome the
opportunity to meet with you or your staff to discuss this further or to provide additional data
from local schools and community organizations.

Sincerely,
Carla Oppenheimer
12616 Howe Drive



Leawood, Kansas 66209
carlaoppenheimer@gmail.com
(918) 302-7734
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