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December 2023 Newsletter

Support the Light Up A Life fundraiser
"Light Up A Life" is NCJW of Greater Kansas City’s largest stay-at-
home fundraiser. We rely heavily on these donations to continue our
important community work, as well as help pay administrative
expenses. Letters have been mailed to your home, and you should
receive them soon. We hope both new and veteran members will
choose to Light Up A Life. Thank you to everyone that has already
donated!

Donations can be made online by clicking here or by mailing a check
made out to NCJW to our office (5311 W 75th St, Prairie Village, KS
66208). Learn more > 

Next JULIES meeting on December 15   
The NCJW-KC JULIES Group (Jewish Union of ‘retired’ Ladies,
Intelligent, Energetic, and Sexy!) will be meeting on December 15
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at Leawood Pioneer Branch Library
(4700 Town Center Dr., Leawood, KS 66211). Attendees are invited
to bring their own food and drink and be prepared for some lively
conversation.

Any retired NCJW-KC Section current or potential member is welcome
to join us. To let us know that you are coming or for more
information, contact Barbie Rogoff (bjrogoff@gmail.com / 816-506-
6430) or Nancy Kalikow Maxwell (nancykalikowmaxwell@gmail.com /
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954-260-7696). We will meet in the large conference room, right
inside the door to the left; it says “meeting” above the room. 

Reservations available for Hambingo on
December 21

Hope you are planning to join us at Hamburger Mary's (3700
Broadway Blvd #110, Kansas City, MO) on December 21 for a fun
night of BINGO and camaraderie. Reservations are now available
and highly recommended. BINGO takes place from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m.; come early to eat beforehand. Remember, BINGO is cash only
and $10 per set of cards. Raffle tickets will also be for sale--cash
only.  

Contact Milisa Flekier at 913-568-2559 or Linda Stark at 913-219-
6257 if you have any questions. Reserve your spot >

Help with Pleasant Green Christmas meal
delivery 
We have an opportunity to help Pleasant Green Baptist Church with
their Holiday Dinner program for Christmas. This hunger relief
outreach program provides meals delivered by volunteers from
dozens of different churches, synagogues, and community
organizations. 

Please sign up here if you would like to help deliver Christmas
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meals on December 25 between 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Location:
340 David L. Gray Drive, Kansas City, Kansas 66101. This is a family
friendly event.

KC Hospice House volunteer opportunity
On Sunday, January 14, there is an opportunity to serve breakfast
for individuals at KC Hospice House from 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. We
will cook breakfast when we arrive, serve the meal from about 8:30
a.m. to 9:30 a.m., and then clean up. Plan to serve about 30 people,
including family and staff. 
 
There are 10 volunteer slots, and given the space constraints, we are
asking for only NCJW members to sign up first. Once we have our 10
volunteers, a meal will be chosen, and you will be given a list of food
to purchase for the breakfast.

Sign up here to help. You may also view the meal guidelines here.
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Focus on Abortion photojournalism exhibit
Join members from 20+ local co-sponsoring organizations (including
NCJW’s Greater Kansas City Section) and congregations for the
opening of the Focus on Abortion photojournalism exhibit at All Souls
UU Church. 

This is a powerful collection that aims to encourage open dialogue
around the subject by telling the stories of people who have had
abortions, as well as the stories of their partners, health care
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providers, and others. Special Guest: Brian Silva, Americans United
for Separation of Church & State (AU). 

The opening reception is 4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. on January 7 at
the Gallery @ All Souls UU Church (4501 Walnut Street, Kansas City,
MO). Sign up here >

You can also view the exhibit Monday-Friday from 10 a.m.–4 p.m.
and on Sundays from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. through January 14.

Do you knit or crochet? 
Baskets for Babies would love to have you knit or crochet baby hats
or baby blankets to go into the baskets for new mothers. The project
provides approximately 10 baskets a month (5 boy and 5 girl). We
can share patterns, or you can use your own pattern. If you are
interested in being a part of this new project, contact Ellen Dalen at
edalen1017@aol.com or 913-888-8852.

Advocating to remove the tax on tampons
and diapers
Did you know that, under current Kansas tax law, diapers and
feminine hygiene products are considered “non-essential” and
therefore subject to the state sales tax? NCJW Greater Kansas City
section has accepted a role in advocating for the removal of sales tax
on feminine hygiene products and diapers in this next Kansas
legislative session. More than half of U.S. states do not impose sales
tax on these purchases, and there is currently a nationwide effort to
get remaining states to remove this financial barrier. We want Kansas
to join that list. 

We are pleased to announce that Deb Finkelstein (240-447-4423 or
debfinkelstein@gmail.com) and Nancy Kalikow Maxwell (954-260-
7696 or nancykalikowmaxwell@gmail.com), members of NCJW-KC,
are heading up our effort to advocate for the removal of this sales
tax in Kansas. Nancy and Deb have met with and gotten support and
insights from their respective legislators and are now rolling up their
sleeves to get to work and move this House Bill through the tax
committee all the way to signing by the Governor. 
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We are looking for women who will join us as we reach out to
our Johnson County legislators to add their support for House
Bill 2009. We have a plan–we just need to add your voices! Contact
Deb or Nancy if you would like to learn more or can add your voice as
the 2024 legislative session begins in January.

Don't forget to update your info! 
Did you move? Change your phone number? Get a new email
address? Remember to update our office with your new information
by using this form.

Welcome to our new member, Lainie Decker!

New member spotlight: Sarah Link Ferguson
by Nancy Kalikow Maxwell

“I was looking for a volunteer opportunity I
could do from the couch,” said NCJW-KC
Section new member Sarah Link Ferguson.
With a full-time job, young child, and busy
husband, Sarah believed in the mission of
NCJW, but had little to no free time. “I
couldn’t really volunteer in person,” she
said, “But I was hoping I could help out in
at least a small way.”

Sarah ended up providing a huge service, exclaims NCJW Executive
Assistant Amy Hinrichs. From home Sarah was able to assist Hinrichs
in expanding NCJW’s social media presence, especially on Facebook
and Instagram. “This was a significant need for the organization,”
says Amy, “but it took Sarah’s time and guidance for us to do it.”

Sarah employs her social media skills as the Development & Event
Manager at First Call, a nonprofit organization that provides
resources to individuals and families impacted by addiction. She is
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married to Matt Ferguson, who is a senior marketing manager at
Netsmart, and they have a five-year-old daughter, Eliana.

Sarah learned about NCJW from volunteering at the Back to School
Store shopping event years ago. She was especially drawn to NCJW’s
mission in the wake of rising antisemitism, which has been especially
evident since October 7. In the future, she would like to get involved
in regular in-person volunteer opportunities. But for now, her valued
contribution to NCJW will need to remain couch-based.
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