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Volunteer to help with the honey fundraiser

You're invited to help with a crucial fundraiser for our section as we
get ready to send out jars of honey for Rosh Hashanah. Volunteers
will help prepare honey for shipping-labeling, wrapping, and
stamping-on the following dates:

e August 17: 1 p.m. — 3 p.m.
e August 21: 7 p.m. — 9 p.m.

Please contact Meg at adlermomx3@gmail.com if you want to help.
All work is done down a flight of steps in the basement of Meg's
home (2244 W. 118th Ter, Leawood, KS 66211).

Upcoming JULIES (formerly JULIETS)
meeting on Aug. 18

The NCIJW-KC JULIES Group (Jewish Union of ‘retired’ Ladies,
Intelligent, Energetic, and Sexy!) will be meeting on August 18
from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the conference room at Leawood
Pioneer Branch Library (4700 Town Center Dr., Leawood, KS 66211).
Attendees are invited to bring their own food and drink and be
prepared for some lively conversation.

Any retired NCJW-KC Section current or potential member is welcome
to join us. To let us know that you are coming or for more
information, contact Barbie Rogoff (bjrogoff@gmail.com, 816-506-
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Dignity Grows project on Sept. 10

Jewish Federation Women’s Philanthropy, in partnership with the
National Council of Jewish Women, is excited to join Dignity Grows
for a special volunteer opportunity. Dignity Grows provides monthly
personal and feminine products to those who cannot afford them.
The event will take place on Sunday, Sept. 10, 10-11:30 a.m. in
the MAC Room at the JCC.

We will be organizing and assembling Dignity Grows kits filled with a
month’s supply of sanitary pads, panty liners, shampoo, deodorant,
and other items. These kits will be given to JFS’s Kesher KC program
for distribution. The cost of the program is $10, which covers the
price of the bags. RSVP information and a Sign Up Genius will be
available soon.

New initiative: the Period Project

Menstruation is a normal and healthy bodily function for half the
global population of a certain age, and yet menstruating individuals
suffer from burden, stigma, and hardship as 40% of people with
periods say they struggle to purchase products. For the nearly 1/5 of
the American teenagers who live in poverty, the lack of menstrual
products and support can lead to lost educational opportunity.

This inequality is part of the reason NCJW is starting the Period
Project to provide menstrual products to students in middle and high
school in the Kansas City metropolitan area. We are kicking off the
project in late summer. In addition, we are lobbying the Kansas
legislature in two areas:

e The first is the luxury tax placed on menstrual products in
Kansas, which means we pay extra for menstrual products as
they are considered a luxury and not a necessity. There are two
bills currently active in the legislature that would remove the
luxury tax, and we want to ask the members of the House Tax
Committee to hold a hearing on these bills next session. Click
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» We are also looking to file a bill that would provide free

menstrual products in all middle and high schoolers in Kansas.
Stay tuned for progress on this very important bill.

If you would like to help with this project, please visit our website to
learn more and email NCJW at ncjwofkc@gmail.com.

Ready to learn mahjong?

Our first round of mahjong lessons was a hit! We have received more
interest in learning how to play. Please let Stephanie Herman
(sjherman@mac.com) know if you would like to take a class.
Mahjong lessons consist of four, 2-hour classes, one week apart. The
cost to learn is $60. Once we have our group, we will determine the
date, time, and place. Stay tuned for mahjong game night beginning
late summer, early fall!

Thank you to all who helped with the Back to
School Store!

A huge thank you for all who helped at the 2023 Back to School
Store. From hauling all of the boxes from storage (and Milisa’s
house), to sorting and organizing the clothing and school supplies, to
filling the agency orders and loading the items for the agencies, we
could not have done it without all of you. 395 kids received clothing
and school supplies to begin a successful school year. We have
already heard from some of the agencies, who said handing out the
items to the kids was the best day they had all year, seeing the
excitement on their faces. The agencies are so appreciative of the
work that we do to make the kids excited about the school year and
provide them with much-needed clothing and school supplies.

Welcome to our new members!

e Elise Bush
e Sue Fulson
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