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NCIW & The Quality Hill Playhouse
Will Present 7he Odd Potato

Eileen Bluestone Sherman with her book, “The Odd Potato.” Make your
reservation today to attend NCJW’s December 6th performance of this out-

standing musical!

CJW, Greater Kansas City Section,

and The Quality Hill Playhouse, one
of Kansas City’s finest equity theaters,
will present the award winning children’s
musical, THE ODD POTATO (book and
lyrics by Eileen Bluestone Sherman,
music by Gail C. Bluestone).

NCJW members and their children
(this play will be most appreciated by chil-
drenages 5 — 12) are invited to a special
free performance on Sunday, Decem-
ber 6, 1998, at 2:30 p.m. at Temple B’nai
Jehudah, 712 E. 69" Street, Kansas City,
Missouri.

Originally written as a picture book,
Ms. Sherman’s poignant Hanukkah story
has appeared on stages all over the coun-
try, including New York City’s Merkin
Concert Hall. In 1989, THE ODD PO-
TATO received television’s coveted
Emmy Award for “Outstanding
Children’s Special Programming.”

The Odd Potato speaks to all ages
and transcends race, religion and nation-
ality. This holiday season, Hallmark
Cards will feature the story with a spe-
cial children’s card created from one of
the songs from the musical. Ms.
Sherman’s family story has made its way
from New Zealand to Zaire, and we at
NCIW are very excited about the op-
portunity to share it with children in the
Kansas City area.

Briefly, the story revolves around ten-
year- old Rachel Levy and her younger
brother Sammy, who both face individual
hurdles with the approach of Hanukkah.
Rachel is determined to celebrate Ha-
nukkah the way she remembered it be-
fore her mother’s death. But, she can’t
find the family’s menorah to hold the
Hanukkah candles. Her father, whose
joy for the holidays has been snuffed out

(Continued on Page 4)
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- ( :ongratulations ,
to Abigal Hankin,

Abigal Hankin Receives
Flarshemm Fellowship

recipient of NCJW
the Greater Kansas
City Section,1998 §
Flarsheim Fellowship. &

Abigal HanKin

Abigail graduated with highest honors
from the University of Kansas and 1s
attending the University of California, San
Francisco, Medical School. She hopes to
combine patient interaction with advo-

| cating for the prevention of worldwide

deprecation. While attending KU, Abigail
was active in numerous activities.
During the summer sessions, she worked
as an advocate for the National Council
for International Health, and she was a
research assistant at the National Insti-
tute of Health.

In her own words, “I am honored to be
awarded the Flarsheim Fellowship. I am
heartened to have the support of your
organization, and I am pleased to have
the opportunity to add my accomplish-
ments to those of the long legacy of
‘Flarsheim Women’ and the women of
the Kansas City Jewish community in
general.”

The Flarsheim Fellowship 1s an hono-
rarium based on academic excellence,
character and purpose. Unlike NCIJW’s
other scholarships, it is not based on
financial need. It was established in 1979
and is funded by a bequest from Louis
Flarsheim, a long time supporter of our
scholarship program. Mr. Flarsheim was
the grandson of our Section’s founder,
Bertha Lieberman.




I|n my last President’s Message, [ out-
ined the vision statements of a
strategic planning process that occurred
last spring with outgoing and incoming
board members. My purpose now is to
report on activities that are occurring
within the Section that reflect the intent
of these statements. As far as effec-
tive management, we signed a five year
lease for new office space effective Nov.
1, 1998. Our monthly rent will remain
the same for five years. The new space
is one door north of our previous loca-
tion in the same building. Members
should have no problem finding this new
location. We also are in the process of
computerizing our financial records and
monthly statements, thanks to Julie
Hakan, Treasurer, and Linda Kelley, Ad-
ministrative Assistant. We have also
joined forces with other organizations,
both Jewish and community-wide, to
share resources and to fulfill the NCJW
mission.

Barbara Holzmark led a committee
composed’ of representatives from
Brandeis University National Women’s
Committee, Greater KC Chapter, and the
League of Women Voters of Johnson
County, to organize a Candidates’
Forum for the Kansas State Board of
Education 3" District. The Forum, held
on October 22nd, was an important public
debate for our membership and the com-
munity. Local media and political per-
sonalities attended the event. An article
appeared in the Kansas City Star the
next day and National Public Radio
(NPR) was in attendance to cover the
event. Thank you to Barbara and the
committee for forging public affair col-
laborations.

With community service, many col-
laborations are actively occurring with

By Roni Beshears

the following organizations: Sunflower
House, SafeHome, Kansas Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, CASA of
Johnson County and Jackson County,
Kansas Children’s Service League, and
The Quality Hill Playhouse. The Emelie
Levin Fund for Community Service, co-
chaired by Ann Stern and Ruth Shechter,
and the committee, are further defining
the components and parameters for
working with other organizations to ac-
complish mutual goals.

At our last board meeting, nominating

“If you are called to serve on

the Board, please say yes! We

need you and your skills and
experience.”’

committee board members were selected
to join elected members to begin work
on developing a slate of candidates to
continue Section leadership. If you are
called to serve on the board, please say
yes! We need you and your skills and
experience. Another effort we are cul-
tivating is to integrate the Section’s man-

agement team to meet Section goals and
needs. For example, membership
worked with programming to sponsor our
fall event that honored the recipients of
the Jeannie Levitt and Emerging Leader
Award as well as host a speaker on
Media Violence. Thank you to Jody
Kaplan (V-P Membership) and Merle
Cole (V-P Programming) for planning
the program and to Susie Goldsmith for
opening her spectacular home for this
event.

On Sunday November 8§ NCIJW held
a benefit concert to honor community
youth. This major fundraising/commu-
nity service event was co-chaired by
Barbara Cosner and Lois Winston and
far exceeded the Board’s expectations.
An active NCJW committee contacted
over 30 agencies, inviting 800 disadvan-
taged and special needs children and
their chaperones, to attend the perfor-
mance of John Kelleher, a.k.a., “Johnny
the K.” At the performance, the
Section’s Community Concern Award
was presented to students of Shawnee
Mission East High School and their ad-
visor, Beverly Timmons, for their extraor-
dinary efforts in building three Kaw Val-
ley Habitat for Humanity houses in the
community. This was the third children’s
concert for the Section. A very special
thank you to Barbara-and Lois and to
their committee for a very successful
concert. Thanks to all our members who
made this event possible by means of
generous financial support.

We hope to see you and your family
at a special performance of the “ODD
POTATO” on December 6, 2:30 p.m..
at B’nai Jehudah.

We ve Moved! Please Note Our New Address!

he NCJW office has moved one door north of our previous

location. The suite number is 118 instead of 119. Thank you m
to board members who helped research locations, review the
lease, negotiate the lease and physically move the office contents |
to our new space. In addition, special thanks to Mark Beshears,
Howard Jacobson, Jay Menitove, Ron Shesol and Linda Kelley, |
our Administrative Assistant, and her husband, Richard. ‘




Contributions: Thanks for your continued support!

Contributions to NCJW, Greater Kansas City Section are TAX DEDUCTIBLE.
To commemorate all occasions, remember NCJW's philanthropies. 85 minimum. Contributions through October 28, 1998.

SECTION FUNDS
NCJW SECTION

In memory of:
BEV NEWMAN'S MOTHER
Chickie & Norm Dollinger
MARILYN WACKNOV’S FATHER
Karen Greenfield
DIERDRE BAKER'S FATHER
Symie & Jay Menitove
Barbara & Jerry Cosner
SHELLY DEWOSKIN’S FATHER
JANET PRICE’S FATHER
Barbara & Jerry Cosner
LEONARD GELBER
Ellen & Michael Dalen
In honor of:
ANNE & GERRY RABIN -
BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER
LOU WHITE -
SPEEDY RECOVERY
DONNA & HARVEY THALBLUM -
BIRTH OF GRANDDAUGHTER
EDDIE HERMAN - SPEEDY RECOV-
ERY
Barbara & Jerry Cosner
KEN LERNER’S SPECIAL BIRTHDAY
Chickie & Norm Dollinger
RONI BESHEARS - RECEIVING
EMERGING LEADER AWARD
Mema & Sylvan Siegler
MR. & MRS. MILTON FOX -
50™ ANNIVERSARY
Ellen & Michael Dalen
DIERDRE BAKER -
JENNIE LEVITT AWARD
Elaine & Norman Polsky
RHODA DUBINSKY — RECOVERY
Eileen Katz

ADVOCACY & EDUCATION

In memory of:

MEYER KAPLAN

LEONARD LEVINSON
Ruth & Nathan Shechter

COMMUNITY SERVICE
PROJECTS

In memory of:
CHARLOTTE WOLF
[IDA KOSLOFF

Sharon & Jim Greenwood
ALLEN FEINGOLD

Ruth & Nathan Shechter
In honor of:
BRONNA GERBER'S 50™
BIRTHDAY

Judy & Allen Cinnamon

JENNIE LEVITT YOUNG
LEADERSHIP FUND

In honor of:

DIERDRE BAKER - RECEIVING

THE JENNIE LEVITT AWARD
Mema & Sylvan Siegler

DORA & SIDNEY PAKULA
FUND FOR CHILDREN

In memory of:
DORA PAKULA
Barbara & Richard Atlas
Sibby & Mel Cosner
Ruth & Nathan Shechter
DeeDee & Pete Dale
Blanche Ruvel
Sheila & Stuart Wien
Carla & Tiberius Klausner
Bronna & Spencer Gerber
Barbara Mnookin
Frances & Jacob Brown
Maxine Mooney
Barbara & Irv Barshack
Cynthia & Bud Lieberman
Barbara Friedmann
Joe Ann & Amie Kratchman
Rose Belove
Joy & Jerry Kaplan
Dorothy Rosenwald
Donna & Harvey Thalblum
Marcia & Eliot Berkley
Katherine L. Rieger
Bobbie & Eugene White
Beth K. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. William Richmond
Sylvia Benish & Harold Kain
Myra & Malcolm Shalet
Ellen, Bruce, Daniel & Laura White
LEO MNOOKIN
Barbara Friedman
In honor of:
DR. STANLEY HELLERSTEIN —
RECEIPT OF ERNEST L.
GLASSOCK, M.D. CHAIR
IN PEDIATRIC RESEARCH AT
CHILDREN'S MERCY HOSPITAL
Florence & George Kirschbaum

PARTIES FOR THE BLIND/
MINKA MAYER FUND

In memory of:
HANS ARCHENHOLD
M.C. REEFER
Rose Eisenman
ROSE LEVINE
Anna Lee & Arnie Samuels
SHELLY DEWOSKIN'S FATHER
MARILYN WACKNOV’'S FATHER
Heather Aronoff
In honor of:
LYDIA & SEYMOUR ROTH’S
60™ ANNIVERSARY
Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Sandler
Heather Aronoff
Susan & Irwin Levine
Marilynn & Howard Gluck
Frances & Jack Brown
Maxine Mooney
Margie & Eugene Sackin
Elaine & Erwin Sackin
Ellen Laner
Florence Frischer
Marnan & Jerome Grossman

Thelma & Paul Byers
Harriett Levy
Anna Lee & Amie Samuels
Esta & Arthur Saunders
Loretta Rice
Suzi & Stan Weiner
Patricia & George Morse
Marsha & Ed Herman
Beverly Brick
SETHENIE SUE-MARIE SEIDEN’S
BAT MITZVAH
LEE LEVIN’S 70™ BIRTHDAY
Anna Lee & Amie Samuels
MR. & MRS. HOWARD KAYE’S
MARRIAGE
Dorothy Fromm
ILEENE & LEN GREEN -
ANNIVERSARY
SEYMOUR ROTH - BIRTHDAY
CHICKIE & NORM DOLLINGER —
ANNIVERSARY OF TONI & BARRY
DAVID SHORE — HOPE YOU ARE
FEELING BETTER
EDWARD MANDEL - HOPE YOU
ARE FEELING BETTER
PHYLLIS & BOBBY POSTON -
NEW HOME
JASON SHERMAN — SPEEDY
RECOVERY
CHICKIE DOLLINGER — SPEEDY
RECOVERY
MARILYN & PAUL WACKNOV -
BIRTH OF GRANDSON
Heather Aronoff

ROSENWALD LEADERSHIP
DEVELOPMENT

In memory of:

CATHY BOYER-SHESOL’S

FATHER
Mema & Sylvan Siegler

In honor of:

MERNA & SYLVAN SIEGLE -

BIRTH OF GRANDCHILD
Ann & Dan Stern

BONDY PEISER’S BIRTHDAY
Maxine Mooney

SAFE CHILD

In memory of:

MORITZ SAIONZ

PATTY DONNELLY

GEORGE NEWMAN

GAIL HIMMELSTEIN’S MOTHER
Sharon & Jim Greenwood

In honor of:

MR. & MRS. HOWARD RASKIN —

50™ ANNIVERSARY

SAM AGRON’S BIRTHDAY
Sharon & Jim Greenwood

SILENT WINTESS

In memory of:
MARILYN WACKNOV’S FATHER
Elaine & Eugene Goldstein

In honor of:
CHICKIE & NORM DOLLINGER -
SPECIAL WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY

Ann & Dan Stern

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP
FUNDS

HAROLD B. BROWN FUND

In memory of:
RICHARD GILBERT
Ruth & Bernard Mayer
ROBERT FOGEL
Marge & Howard Novorr
In honor of:
MARJORIE NOVORR'S 75™
BIRTHDAY
Your Friends
MR. & MRS. IRVING KIMBATT -
60™ ANNIVERSARY
MRS. CHARLES LEAVITT -
SPECIAL BIRTHDAY
LOU ROBINSON - RECOVERY
Ruth & Bemard Mayer

FRANCES WANG GERSHON
FUND

In honor of:

BEVERLY FRIEDMAN - SPEEDY

RECOVERY

LEW WHITE - SPEEDY RECOVERY
Frances & Jerald Gershon

HATTYE & ARTHUR JOFFEE
AND ROBERT & GEOFFREY
GOODFRIEND FUND

In memory of:
HATTYE HOLZMARK JOFFEE
Gloria Goodfriend

IRWIN & REGINA
HOLZMARK FUND

In memory of:

BOB RODE

HAROLD BALDWIN

ROSE LEVINE

MURIEL STULZ

RICHARD GILBERT

DAVID SLADE

MIN ANISMAN

CHRISTINE JENKINS' FATHER
Barbara & Jim Holzmark

In honor of:

PAUL CONVERSE -

SPEEDY RECOVERY
Barbara & Jim Holzmark

MILLIE KRASNE/ANNA
MAIZLISH FUND

In memory of:
BEN BIRNE
Millie & Bud Krasne

(Continued on Page 4)



Continued from Page 3

Contributions

JULES M. MAYER FUND

In memory of:
RICHARD GILBERT
Fran & Jack Mayer
MEYER L. GOLDMAN
STANLEY GRANT
DORA PAKULA
Louise & L. J. Rosenberg
DORA PAKULA
Judy & Larry Mayer
In honor of:
JOE ROSENBERG'S 80TH BIRTHDAY
Maxine Mooney
Martha & Sidney Cohn
LOUISE & JOE ROSENBERG'S ANNIVERSARY
Judy & Larry Mayer
Fran & Jack Mayer

SERINA LORSCH SCHOLARSHIP FUND

In memory of:
BEN BIRNE
Marilyn & Steve Koshland
In honor of:
MILDRED & JOE WILNER'S 50™ WEDDING
ANNIVERSARY
Marilyn & Steve Koshland

SPECIAL NAME SCHOLARSHIPS
NATHAN LEVY MEMORIAL

In memory of:
MURIEL SIEGEL
Ester & Chuck Udell
Maxine & Gale Grossman
Anne & Joe Chasnoff
Gerry & Stan Goldberg
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Grossman
Jean & Bud Brown
Lynne & David Bock

DR ROBERT KRIGEL MEMORIAL

In memory of:

MURIEL SIEGEL
Sevi & Mel Knigel

In honor of:

SEVI & MEL KRIGEL’S 50™ ANNIVERSARY
Betty Slegman

BERNARD BROWN — SPECIAL BIRTHDAY
Sevi & Mel Krigel

CHUCK LEVY SCHOLARSHIP

In memory of:
MURIEL STULZ
DR. DOMINIC TUTERA
ALLEN MITCHELL FEINGOLD
BEN SCHIFMAN
LEONA GOLDFINGER
RUTH MANDL
Jill Jacob & Jane Weinberg

LILLIAN YEDDIS/SOL SILBERG
SCHOLARSHIP

In memory of:
BARNEY GOLDBERG
Bertha Silberg
Marsha Wang & Bill Pachter

(Continued from Page 1)

The Odd Potato -- Make Your Reservation Today!

by his wife’s death, shows no interest in
helping his daughter. Meanwhile, Sammy
1s also begging for his father’s attention,
but to no avail. Sammy wants to enter
his school’s Hanukkah talent show, but
all contestants need a unique
act as well as a “parental part-
ner.”

It is only when Rachel goes
to the grocery store to buy po-
tatoes to cook the traditional
Hanukkah potato pancakes,
and has to settle for just one very “odd-
looking” potato, that she remembers a
special story her mother used to tell her
every year at Hanukkah. This story not
only reveals the answer to both Rachel’s
and Sammy’s problems, but once again
restores hope and laughter to the Levy

W

National Council
of Jewish Women
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GREATER KANSAS CITY SECTION

NEW MEMBERS
Janet Baker ~ Dorothy Fritzshall
~ Sue Ann Goldman ~ Evelyn
Lowenthal ~ Barbara Mnookin ~
Pamela Morgan ~ Mike Peleg

LIFE MEMBER
Harriet Epstein

PATRON MEMBER
Carole Kessler

Please encourage your friends and
family to be part of our Section and
continue the work of women who
started NCJW more than 100 years
ago! Our annual membership dues are
only $30. Contact the NCJW office
(648-0747) for a brochure to be mailed

to prospective members.

.:. .:. ". ". .‘. -

In Memorium
We record with sorrow the
passing of the following mem-
bers and extend our condolences
to their families:
Elizabeth Mann
Dora Pakula

household.

The 55-minute performance will in-
clude the musical peppered with funny.
upbeat and haunting melodies performed
by some of Kansas City’s finest profes-
sional talent.

This is your invitation - seat-
ing is limited. Please call Ellen
Dalen at 888-8852 BY NO-
VEMBER 28 to reserve your
seats. A parent must accompany
children throughout the play.

THE ODD POTATO, a collaboration
between NCJW and The Quality Hill
Playhouse, is funded in part through the
Emelie Levin Community Service Fund
of NCIW.

DON’T WAIT — CALL NOW TO
RESERVE YOUR SEATS.

P, T TR R TR,
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Cookbooks for Sale

The Section’s Cookbook 1s now on sale
for $5.00 instead of $7.50. Stop by the
office and purchase a cookbook for your-
self, a friend or family member, or as a
gift. They make great Hanukkah gifts.
Many of the recipes are longtime favor-
ites of our members.

1999 Entertainment Books

Don’t forget to purchase your enter-
tainment coupon books at the NCJW
office!

They are now ONLY $20.00 per book
— instead of last year’s $30.00 price.
So now you can have all the great qual-
ity savings on area merchants and save
$10.00 per book!

Stock up now for friends and family,
by calling Linda at 648-0747 and order-
ing your 1998 books today!

Help Wanted!

Volunteers needed to help with a spe-
cial community event and the Hannah
G. Solomon Award Event honoring Ann
Stem. Contact Linda at the NCJW Of-

fice to participate!



1998 - 1999 Directory Additions and Corrections

Only the specific correction is listed. Please make these changes in your directory.

JANET BAKER (BRUCE)
12110 Linden

Shawnee Mission, KS 66209
341-0303

DENISE COPPAKEN

14609 Delmar

Shawnee Mission, KS 66224
685-0835

IRENE ELLIS

6927 W. 130% Street

Shawnee Mission, KS 66209-4013
685-2299

DOROTHY FRITZSHALL (RICHARD)
47 E. 106" Street

Kansas City, MO 64114

942-3605

SUE ANN GOLDMAN (ROBERT)
15143 W. 146 Circle

Olathe, KS 66062

390-8642

ANN HAMILTON

685-4353

CARLYN HOFFMAN

4404 W. 113" Terr.

Shawnee Mission, KS 66211
339-6566

STEPHANIE KAVANAUGH
9246 High Drive

Shawnee Mission, KS 66206-1917
383-8828

CAROLE KESSLER

2616 W. 112% St.

Shawnee Mission, KS 66211
696-1676

Greater Kansas City Section Program
Focuses on Board of Education Race

Candidate’s Forum for the 3rd Dis-

trict State Board of Education race
was held on Thursday, October 22nd for
John Bacon, Republican from Olathe,
and Jack Davidson, Democrat from
[Lawrence. The women from Brandeis
University National Women’s Commit-
tee, League of Women Voters of
Johnson County and National Council of
Jewish Women, Greater Kansas City
Section, co-sponsored the Forum as a
part of a-continuing effort to help voters
make informed decisions and maintain
the high quality of education that is tra-
ditional in Kansas. Former State Sena-
tor Mark Parkinson of Olathe served as
moderator; Barbara Holzmark, Kansas
Public Affairs Chair, served as Chair for
NCIW.

This race in Kansas was one of the
most heated contests in the recent elec-
tions. Although this seat represents only
1 out of 10 seats in the state, a 5-5 split
of moderate and conservative members
currently deadlock many decisions af-
fecting Kansas children. Hot topics in-
cluded board size, local control of public
schools, a moment of silence, quality

performance accreditation (QPA) and
school vouchers.

The forum was publicized statewide
through newspapers, radio, television,
churches, PTA presidents and NEA
presidents in Douglas, Johnson, Miami,
Osage, and Shawnee counties. (This seat
represents parts of Topeka, all of
Lawrence, parts of Lenexa and Olathe
and south to Ottawa, Baldwin and other
small towns in Miami County.) Held in
the cafeteria of Sunflower Elementary
School in Lenexa, the forum was at-
tended by constituents and the media.

All three organizations were proud to

make this forum available for the public
and hoped that the end results would help
settle the unrest that lies within the State
Board. NCJW continues to try to Make
A Difference!!!
(Editor’s Note: John Bacon, Republi-
can from Olathe, was elected to serve
on the State Board which most likely
means that the Board will maintain its
current 5-5 split between conserva-
tives and moderates on the Board.)

EVELYN LOWENTHAL
7901 W. 117* St.

Shawnee Mission, KS 66210
663-3996

BARBARA MNOOKIN
8723 Rosewood Drive
Shawnee Msn, KS 66207-2225
381-0302

PAMELA MORGAN (STUART)
821 E. Wabash

Olathe, KS 66061

782-0090

MIKE PELLEG

9685 Wedd

Shawnee Mission, KS 66212

NCJW
VICTORIES

&VISIONS

|41 NATIONAL CONYENTION |

Be Part of the Action!
Attend NCJW’s 1999
National Convention
March 11 - 14, Miami, Florida
Pre-Convention Training Begins
March 10th!

Bring your sunglasses and your sense
of pride in NCJW and come to
Miami in March for the 41st National
Convention Victories and Visions. Help
steer NCJW’s course into the 21st Cen-
tury and celebrate our legacy and limit-
less potential. Add your voice and your
vision to our organization.

Opportunities to enhance personal and
professional development will abound.
Pre-convention training will take place
on Wednesday, March 10th, and will fo-
cus on skill building. Shabbat study ses-
sions will explore current social 1ssues
from a Jewish perspective.

Contact either the Kansas City NCIW
office for more details, or call the NCJW
Action Line at 800-829-NCJW.



Yad B’ Yad - Hand in Hand with Israel - Launched
Focus On Literacy This Year

Yad - Hand in Hand with Israel, which awards

T his fall marks the start of a new program, Yad B’ |

grant money to selected organizations and institu-

tions in Israel to support their work on social issues

on children’s literacy.

the many changes the nation has faced over the years and

Yad B’ Yad program aims to con-
tinue our tradition of serving the
nation’s at-risk women, children
and families while fulfilling the
needs of today’s Israel.”

Yad B’ Yad can be seen as the next
step in NCJW’s unwavering sup-
port for Israel’s families. It contin-
ues the 50-year commitment of the
well-known Ship-A-Box program
by providing vitally important
materials and direct financial sup-
port for tens of thousands of Israeli
women, children and families.

How Yad B’ Yad Works

Three levels of grants will be awarded, some in the form

of vouchers that can be redeemed at sponsoring stores or

businesses in Israel.

% $1,000 will be awarded for the purchase of books,
toys and other educational materials.

% $5,000 will be given for computers, software and
other supplies.

% $10,000 will be dedicated to the establishment of new
programs or facilities.

Organizations and institutions receiving Yad B’ Yad :
grants will acknowledge NCJW in their publicity materi-
als, thereby increasing NCJW’s name recognition and |
visibility in Israel. As the program develops, recipient |
| reach the selected programs by year end.

organizations will report on how grant dollars were used.

Yap B’ YaD

HAND IN HAND WITH ISRAEL

Program Funding

. A generous bequest from the estate of Rita Wallach, a

devoted member of the Forest Hills (NY) Section, will be

. used as seed money to fund the first round of grants. The
affecting the country. This year, the program will focus :

continued growth of the Yad B’ Yad program and its abil-

. ity to provide subsequent grant awards will depend on
. the involvement and support of NCJW sections and
NCJW National President Nan Rich introduced Yad B’ | members nationwide.
Yad at Washington Institute last February, stating, “As

Israel celebrates its 50th anniversary, we must recognize : Year One: At-Risk Children

. For the program’s inaugural year, the Yad B’ Yad
rise to the challenge of determining how to creatively and !

efficiently meet the country’s changing needs. The new !

Committee, comprising volunteers and staff and chaired
by National Vice President Jan Schneiderman, has cho-
sen to focus on promoting literacy
for children in Israel. Funding sup-
port will go to organizations and
projects that are involved in provid-
ing literacy education for Israel’s
children-at-risk.

“We believe that literacy is an
appropriate choice for the focus of
Yad B’ Yad’s first year,” Jan noted.
“It continues our long, successful
history of work in the area of early
childhood development and it is in
keeping with the spirit of NCIW’s
overall mission,” Jan said.

Progress-to-Date

Shari Eshet, Director of the NCIW office in Israel, has
already begun outreach efforts to identify potential grant
applicants and reports that she has started to receive pos-
itive feedback on the program. “People have told me how
much they welcome the idea of support for literacy,”
Shari said. “This has become a particularly important
issue for the country in light of the fact that there are over
207,000 unemployed in Israel today and many children
living under the poverty line,”she added. The Allocations
Committee appointed by Nan Rich will determine the
recipients of the first round of grants from the applicant
pool. In late fall, all candidates will be notified of the sta-
tus of their grant requests and the first dollars should

Coming soon — colorful new tribute cards for Yad B’ Yad.




Emelie Levin Project Update

he Emelie Levin Committee has evaluated three commu-

nity service projects and approved release of funding for
the next six months. We are very pleased with the valuable
services rendered to our community by the Jackson County
CASA Project, Johnson County CASA Project, and Kansas
Children’s Service League’s Healthy Families Program.

CASA Project of Jackson County

The executive director, Jim Girardeau, MSW, wrote: “I can-
not thank you enough for providing these funds and making it
possible for our agency to
provide assistance to those
children mostinneed. Your
generosity has eased cri-
ses, solved problems and
helped normalize situations
and boost self-esteem for
children who do not have
enough normal situations
and experiences which
boost their self-esteem.
The funds have been utilized for a variety of special assis-
tance needs.”

Mr. Girardeau cited a few examples including providing
many of the children with needed school clothes and supplies
and assisting a teenage girl who had secured a part-time af-
ter-school job with a required uniform. She was unable to
purchase the uniform and would have lost the job; however,
CASA was able to utilize Emelie Levin funds that same day
to allow her to purchase the uniform and keep her new job.

Jackson County CASA (Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates) was begun as an NCJW project. CASA advocates
for the best interests of abused and neglected children who
enter the court system. The project utilizes volunteers who
work on one or two cases, supported by the professional staff.

Kids’ Voice Project

The Emelie Levin Committee designated funds for Johnson
County CASA for the Kids” Voice Project. Kids’ Voice is a
child-oriented educational program for Johnson County fami-
lies in the process of reorganization following separation or
divorce. Children and parents meet in separate workshops
simultaneously with professional counselors and volunteers.
A total of 112 children, ages 4 - 15, and 83 parents have par-
ticipated in the program since October 1997. The funds con-
tributed by NCJW have helped fund staff, Kids’ Voice bro-
chures and snacks, paper, markers and handouts used at the
sessions. NCJW volunteers have praised the program enthu-
siastically.

Healthy Families Progress Report

With the help of NCJW and other community organizations,
Kansas Children’s Service League is pleased to report that
the Healthy Families Project, a powerful child abuse and
neglect prevention program, is making great strides and looks
forward to meeting the Spring 1999 start date. Olathe, Kan-
sas has been selected as the initial Johnson County site be-
cause 1t experiences one of the higher rates of child abuse
and neglect.

Seventeen community organizations have agreed to work
with KCSL to bring Healthy Fami-
lies-Olathe to the community. Free
office space has been offered by
the Johnson County Health Depart-
ment with an annual review for con-
tinuance; and the Olathe Medical
Center has agreed to allow Healthy
Families to utilize its hospital as an
assessment site.

Funding for Healthy Families is
coming along with $60,000 already
secured and an additional $116,000 pending. KCSL continues
to seek sources of funds to support this program.

Action Alert ~ Your Help is Needed!

Volunteers are needed to join the Kansas Choice
Alliance Telephone Tree and go to Topeka on Thursday,
January 21, 1999 to celebrate the anniversary of Roe vs.
Wade.

Since 1989, the Kansas Choice Alliance (KCA) has

been the Pro-Choice Coalition in Kansas. NCJW was a

charter member and NCJW members have always been
a member of KCA.

The KCA has initiated a ‘robot’ type telephone tree for
action alerts to our Kansas Legislatures. This is where
your help is needed! Would you be willing to put your
name on the tree? You would need to resond with a call,
fax or e-mail to your Senator or Representative in To-
peka! (You can call free by calling 782-5000 from 9 -
5, Monday through Friday!)

Reproductive freedom is at great risk in Kansas! KCA
1s sponsoring the day in the Capitol to celebrate the anni- |
versary of Roe vs. Wade on Thursday, January 21st. (Not
limited to women or Kansans.)

Call Barbara Holzmark as soon as possible at 381-
8222 to indicate if you are willing to serve on the tele-
phone tree or if you would like to attend the celebra-
tion of Roe vs. Wade.




Upcoming Events
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NOVEMBER

24  Tuesday
Board Meeting
7:00 p.m. ~ Office

30 Monday
“The Odd Potato”

5:00p.m. Don Bosco Center

DECEMBER

03 Thursday

“The Odd Potato”

9:30a.m. Notre Dame DeSion

06 Sunday
“The Odd Potato”
10:30a.m. Temple B’nai Jehudah

06 Sunday
“The Odd Potato”
2:30 p.m. Temple B’nai Jehudah

13 -21 Hanukkah

15 Tuesday
Parties for the Blind

17 Thursday
Executive Board Mtg.
7:00 p.m. - Office

17 Thursday
Bulletin Deadline
JANUARY

20 Wednesday

Panel Discussion

Roe vs. Wade

7:30 p.m. Location- TBA

21 Thursday

Roe vs. Wade

Topeka

26  Tuesday

Parties for the Blind

26 Tuesday  Board Meeting

7:00 p.m. Office

NCJIJW Recognizes Two of
NCJIJW’s Oustanding [_eaders
During Fall Membership Event
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(Left) Roni Beshears, President, Greater Kansas City Section, NCJW, received
the Emerging Leader Award from Ann Stern. (Right) Dierdre Baker, Vice Presi-
dent of Development, received the Jennie Levitt Award from Tom Levitt.

CJW’s Fall Membership Event was held on Wednesday, October 28th. LeAnn

Smith, Executive Director of MediaWise, presented “Reel to Real: What Ev-
eryone Should Know About the Effects of TV, Movies, Internet, and Video Games
on Our Children and Grandchildren.” Two of Greater Kansas City Section, NCIJW,
outstanding leaders were recognized for their service and dedication to the Sec-
tion.
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